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AN RICHT ACTIVIST BEKELE G

YADESA BOJIA

Born in Ambo, Ethiopia, Yadesa immigrated to the United States in 1995. His first exposure to art
was as a child gazing at church murals painted using line drawings filled with bold and vibrant
colors to communicate religious stories. When he was in the sixth grade, his school commissioned
him to paint a mural called “Enem Ende Ababa (/it.: Me in Dad’s Footsteps).” The mural remained
in display until he immigrated to the United States. In the US, Yadesa studied art at the Seattle
Pacific University earning a Bachelor’s degree in Visual Communication. He also attended the
Seattle Central Design Academy from which he received an Associate of Arts degree in Graphic
Design. In 2010, Yadesa won a worldwide competition to design the flag of the African Union
when a panel of experts selected his design out of 106 entries from around the world. Yadesa
believes his work is the by-product of the cultural differences he experienced in Addis Ababa, the
capital of Ethiopia, and in Seattle, Washington. His exposure to both African and Western art
provides him a unique opportunity to understand their relationship as well as their differences.
He also believes artists have unique opportunity and responsibility to work for justice and
equality and communicating it to their respective communities. Yadesa's work in print and social
media highlighting the human rights violations of Oromo people in Ethiopia is drawing global
attention to the plight of his people.



